The title compound, (I) (Fig. 1) , was prepared by a Ti catalyzed McMurray coupling (Mallory et al., 2001) with 99% E selectivity. The almost-planar molecules pack (Fig. 2 ) in slipped stacks with T-contacts typical for aromatic molecules. The only other isomeric stilbene for which a structure has been reported is Z-1,2-bis-(4-bromophenyl)-1,2-dimethylethene (Daik et al., 1998) for which C=C is 1.330 (10) and 1.344 (10)Å (for two independent molecules in an asymmetric unit). Unlike in I, the phenyl rings in this compound are twisted almost orthogonal to the double bond, perhaps because of steric interactions between methyl and phenyl groups. More structurally comparable alkenes include E-1,2-bis-(2,4-dimethylphenyl)ethene and E-1,2-bis- (2,4,5-trimethylphenyl)ethene (Ogawa et al., 1992) for which C=C are 1.320 (4) and 1.327 (3) Å, respectively.
In the structure of the title compound, C 16 H 14 Br 2 , the central C C bond length is 1.329 (4) Å and the two benzene rings are approximately coplanar with the double bond, with twist angles of 7.5 (2) and 13.6 (2) .
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